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PRESS RELEASE
Jednota hudebního divadla, January 6, 2025
The 16th bi-annual Festival of Musical Theatre OPERA 2025 will take place from January 29 to April 18, 2025, and it will be by far the largest year in the history of the festival, presenting twenty-seven theatre projects. Opera companies from all over the Czech Republic and Slovakia will present their best productions in Prague, and performances of established opera houses will once again be substantially complemented by productions created independently of the traditional opera theatre network. The performances will thus take place not only on the stages of the National Theatre, but the festival will also expand to other inspiring theatrical and non-theatrical venues across Prague.

The Festival OPERA 2025, traditionally organised by the Unity of Musical Theatre (Jednota hudebního divadla), is a joint event of all theatres, both economically and artistically. The National Theatre, the main partner of the festival, makes its opera houses available on non-commercial terms; non-Prague theatres are reimbursed only part of the cost of the performance.  The festival is financially supported mainly by the Ministry of Culture of the Czech Republic and the City of Prague, Slovak ensembles are also partially supported by the Ministry of Culture of the Slovak Republic.

Other Festival Partners: 

Leoš Janáček Foundation
Viki Flowers (www.kvetinyviki.cz) 

Sympex Group, s.r.o. (www.sympex.cz)
Art D  - Grafický ateliér Černý s.r.o. (https://www.art-d.com)
Main Media Partner: 
Český rozhlas – Vltava
Media Partners: 
Classic Praha, Divadelní noviny, goout.cz, Harmonie, KlasikaPlus, Opera Plus
www.festival-opera.cz
Festival of Music Theatre, OPERA 2025, Continues to Expand
The Festival of Musical Theatre, OPERA, was established in 1993 to offer companies and audiences a comparison and to remind them that opera deserves attention and support. With the aim of showcasing that excellent opera productions are being created in major centres as well as in smaller regional theatres. Today there is no doubt about that – and the Festival Opera has become an expected inventory of the best that is currently happening in the field of opera theatre in the Czech Republic, a place to get to know, meet, think about contemporary opera theatre, about production trends, about new opera works.

Since the beginning, the basis of the festival has been formed by the performances of opera companies from Czech, Moravian and Silesian theatres established by the state or municipalities. It is primarily their festival, and therefore the decision of what productions will be presented is entirely up to the management of the theatres from the first year onwards: they have the freedom to decide to present what is typical for them, what they consider the most interesting of their recent works, both dramaturgically and in terms of staging.

In 2015, opera ensembles from Slovakia took part in the festival for the first time. The festival is a reminder that opera companies from the Czech and Slovak Republics still belong to a common theatrical context after the division of Czechoslovakia and that there are still important links between Czech and Slovak theatre. In 2025, the Košice theatre, that has recently acquired the status of a national theatre, is bringing an ambitious project – a production of Szymanowski's King Roger. It is suitable for audiences aged 15 and older. The programme of the 16th bi-annual festival includes several titles that are not suitable for children. But on the other hand, we offer titles just for them: the second Slovak company, the Banská Bystrica State Opera, brings The Little Prince based on the book by Antoine de Saint-Exupéry. In addition, we will see Hurvínek Barters the Bride and the Children's Opera Prague returns to the festival after many years, with Křička's opera The Fat Great-Grandfather and the Robbers.

The aim of the Unity of Music Theatre, the festival's organizer, is to offer the broadest possible scope of Czech opera theatre, so the festival also includes projects created independently of the traditional opera theatre network. And as more and more of them are being created, this part of the festival programme is also expanding. In 2025, it will include a record of twenty-seven (!) theatre projects and we are planning additional accompanying events. Thus, we will once again present established ensembles such as Ensemble Opera Diversa (The Other City is an ambitious original project by Ondřej Kyas), Ensemble Damian (Tomáš Hanzlík has once again delved into the archives and offers a modern premiere of a mourning piece from the end of the 18th century and a Czech opera from Třebechovice pod Orebem) or Opera Studio Prague (planning another project that combines singing with pantomime). The Slovenian stage director Rocc, whose original projects have long been a fixed part of the festival programme, founded a new experimental ensemble, Operativa. And the festival will also feature other remarkable artists exploring the possibilities of contemporary music theatre. The 'alternative' part of the festival programme is really diverse this time – on the one hand, The Bartered Bride by the Opera Lidem ensemble targeting traditional opera audience, and on the other hand, a site-specific song happening organised by the Lieder Society in the Savarin Riding Hall turned into a cemetery. We invite the audience to a proper pork feast at VZLET, to a chamber experimental evening at the Villa Winternitz, to the church for the world premiere of a new version of Viklicky's The Ploughman from Bohemia and to a square, where saxophones will sound, and sopranos will ride on scooters.

The 16th bi-annual festival OPERA 2025 has something for everyone – and offers the opportunity to broaden your horizons. It includes operatic classics, less-known titles and complete novelties. It offers operas from Mozart to contemporary composers. Opening on January 29, 2025, is Janáček's Katia Kabanowa with Tereza Kavecká in the lead role. The Pilsen Theatre will perform La clemenza di Tito, an opera composed by W. A. Mozart on the occasion of the coronation of Leopold II as King of Bohemia and premiered at the Estates Theatre in 1791. The Oratorio Adam ed Eva by Mozart's contemporary Josef Mysliveček will be performed here for the very first time! Another Czech premiere is The Florentine Straw Hat by Nino Rota, a composer famous for his music for the films of Federico Fellini and the Godfather trilogy. The South Bohemian Theatre has commissioned a new opera from composer Jan Jirásek: it recalls the life story of Jan Amos Comenius, telling the story of the search for paradise of the heart against the background of the Thirty Years' War, the plagues and religious intolerance. The Prague National Theatre will contribute to the programme with two productions that will premiere this year - Puccini's Manon Lescaut and Cherubini's Medea. The Moravian Theatre Olomouc will also bring classical titles (in their original conception): Cavalleria Rusticana and Pagliacci. One of the highlights of the festival will undoubtedly be Strauss's Salome – the Janáček Opera of the National Theatre Brno has in recent years developed into an internationally renowned opera company, nominated for prestigious awards, involved in co-productions with the most important European opera houses.
The offer is rich not only from the dramaturgical point of view, the festival also will offer different insights into how to stage opera nowadays. And it is a presentation of individual companies and their "stars". Exceptional festival performances will once again be awarded the so-called Libushkas – the festival's honorary prizes. The experts (the jury of critics) and the audience (through a poll) will select the production that most appealed to them and will award exceptional singing and acting performances.  One prize will again be awarded by the Festival Director.
OPERA 2025 – TICKETS
One of the main aims of the festival is to enable opera lovers to get an overall picture of opera theatre in our country. That why the price level of admission is slightly lower than is currently common at Prague opera houses, and those interested in more performances are also offered discounts.

NATIONAL THEATRE STAGES – ESTATES THEATRE, STATE OPERA

Tickets for the National Theatre stages are on sale at the National Theatre box office, on its website and through its partners. 
Ticket prices for performances by non-Prague companies at the Estates Theatre: 190-1090 CZK, at the State Opera 250-1090 CZK.

Special festival offer!

30 % discount when buying tickets for four or more performances of non-Prague ensembles on the stages of the National Theatre. You can get discounted tickets directly at the National Theatre.

OTHER THEATRES

· Tickets for La Fabrika Theatre, Komedie Theatre and Spejbl a Hurvínek Theatre are available through their ticketing systems and box offices.

· Tickets for The Bartered Bride are available through Ticketportal.cz, the link is also on the Opera Lidem website. 

· Tickets for all other performances are available through GoOut plus one hour before the performance at the venue.  

Links to sales also are on the festival website: www.festival-opera.cz.
PROGRAMME OF THE 16TH FESTIVAL OF MUSIC THEATRE OPERA 2025
After the performances we are planning discussions between creators, performers and the audience.
Wednesday, January 29, 2025, 7 p.m., Estates Theatre

SILESIAN THEATRE OPAVA 

Leoš Janáček: KÁŤA KABANOVÁ (KATIA KABANOWA)
Conductor Marek Prášil, Stage Director Jana Andělová Pletichová

Starring Tereza Kavecká, Katarína Jorda, Juraj Nociar, Jakub Rousek, David Szendiuch, Anna Moriová, Vít Šantora 

Saturday, February 1, 2025, 7:30 p.m., La Fabrika (Komunardů 1001, Praha 7)

Sára Medková, Ivo Medek, Vít Zouhar: SARA´SMILE

Stage director Rocc, video Lukáš Medek

Starring Sára Medková, Ivo Medek, Vít Zouhar

Tuesday, February 4, 2025, 7 p.m., Estates Theatre 

NATIONAL THEATRE KOŠICE

Karol Szymanowski: KRÓL ROGER (KING ROGER)

Conductor Peter Valentovič, Stage Director Anton Korenči

Starring Michał Partyka, Gabriela Hrženjak, Maksym Kutsenko, Juraj Hollý, Michal Onufer, Myroslava Havryliuk, Oleksandr Tishchenko

Suitable for ages 15 and older

Thursday, February 6, 2025, 7:30 p.m., Vzlet (Holandská 669/1, Praha 10)
VZLET, VOSTO5, MORAVIAN THEATRE OLOMOUC, RUN OPERUN

Ivan Acher, Martin Konvička, Jiří Havelka, Marta Ljubková, Veronika Loulová: 
ZABIJAČKA (PIG SLAUGHTER) 
Conductor Petr Šumník, Stage Directors Jiří Havelka, Veronika Loulová

Starring Vladimír Chmelo, David Szendiuch, Petr Malý, Vanda Šípová, Tereza Papoušková, Zoja Oubramová 

Friday, February 7, 2025, 5 p.m., Estates Theatre

STATE OPERA, BANSKÁ BYSTRICA
Rachel Portman: THE LITTLE PRINCE
Conductor Igor Bulla, Stage Director Dana Dinková

Starring Leonard Bíró, Martin Popovič, Katarína Procházková, Dušan Šimo, Patrícia Malovec, Michaela Kušteková, Šimon Svitok, Ivan Zvarík, Zoltán Vongrey, Peter Račko, Andrej Vancel

Monday, February 10., 2025, 7 p.m., State Opera
SOUTH BOHEMIAN THEATRE, ČESKÉ BUDĚJOVICE
Jan Jirásek: KOMENSKÝ (COMENIUS)

Conductor Jiří Štrunc, Stage Director Tomáš Ondřej Pilař

Starring Jan Šťáva, Jakub Hliněnský, Anna Moriová, Michal Marhold, Zuzana Koś Kopřivová, František Sliž, Tomáš Kořínek, Tomáš Maliniak

Thursday, February 13, 2025, 7 p.m., Estates Theatre

J. K. TYL THEATRE, PLZEŇ

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart: LA CLEMENZA DI TITO
Conductor Jiří Petrdlík, Stage Director Rocc

Starring Marek Žihla, Markéta Cukrová, Barbora de Nunes-Cambraia, Barbora Perná, Zuzana Koś Kopřivová, Jakub Hliněnský

Suitable for ages 15 and older

Saturday, February 15, 2025, 4:30 p.m., Spejbl and Hurvínek Theatre (Dejvická 38, Praha 6)
SPEJBL AND HURVÍNEK THEATER, NATIONAL THEATRE BRNO

Patricie Částková, Bedřich Smetana: HURVÍNEK PRODÁVÁ NEVĚSTU 
(HURVÍNEK BARTERS THE BRIDE)
Conductor Ondrej Olos, Stage Director Hana Mikolášková

Starring Martin Trecha, David Janošek, Jana Mundráková, Jan Levý, Tomáš Kořínek, Jana Šrejma Kačírková, Daniel Nykl, Eva Esterková, Ilona Š. Hájková

Family opera entertainment for children aged 5 to 100

Tuesday, February 18, 2025, 7 p.m., Estates Theatre

F. X. ŠALDA THEATRE LIBEREC

Josef Mysliveček: ADAM ED EVA

Conductor Paolo Gatto, Stage Director Linda Hejlová Keprtová

Starring Maksym Kutsenko, Jolana Slavíková, Veronika Kaiserová, Věra Poláchová

Thursday, February 20, 2025, 7 p.m., Na Marjánce (Bělohorská 262, Praha 6)
STUDIO VOLANTES
František Škroup: DRÁTENÍK (TINKER)

Musik Preparation Marek Čermák, Stage Director Kateřina Křivánková

Starring Matúš Šimko, Lenka Cafourková Ďuricová, Vincenc Ignác Novotný, Zuzana Badárová, Aleš Janiga, Jiří Miroslav Procházka, Martin Vodrážka, Martin Mihál 
Saturday, February 22, 2025, 7 p.m., Estates Theatre

NATIONAL THEATRE

Luigi Cherubini: MEDEA

Conductor Robert Jindra, Stage Director Roland Schwab

In the title role Svetlana Aksenova 

Saturday, March 8, 2025, 7:30 p.m., La Fabrika (Komunardů 1001, Praha 7)
ENSEMBLE OPERA DIVERSA

Ondřej Kyas: DRUHÉ MĚSTO (THE OTHER CITY)
Conductor Gabriela Tardonová, Stage Director Kateřina Křivánková

Starring Jana Vondrů, Aneta Podracká Bendová, Alžběta Symerská, Michael Robotka, Tomáš Chloupek, Aleš Janiga, Pavel Slivka, Libor Skokan, Lukáš Riegel

Sunday, March 9, 2025, 7:30 p.m., Vzlet (Holandská 669/1, Praha 10)
ENSEMBLE DAMIAN

Jan Josef Rösler: KANTÁTA O MOZARTOVĚ SMRTI (CANTANTA ON THE DEATH OF MOZART)
Jan Branžovský: HOLOPRTSKÉ POSVÍCENÍ (THE HOLOPRTY FESTIVITY)
Stage director Tomáš Hanzlík

Starring Markéta Israel Večeřová, Veronika Kaiserová, Hana Solanská, Dorota Grossová / Matyáš Jirka, Martin Geržičák, Kamila Škrachová, Radim Chmelík, Arnau Petřivalský, Andrea Suchomelová, Anežka Procházková, Nil Petřivalský  
Sunday, March 16, 2025, 7:30 p.m., Divadlo Komedie (Jungmannova 15/1, Praha 1) 
OPERA STUDIO PRAHA

Joris Barcaroli: SGANARELLE 

Conductor Sébastien Bagnoud, Stage Director Emma Barcaroli & Vojtěch Svoboda
Starring Jan Hájek, Denisa Hanušovská, Céline Barcaroli, Denis Béhina, Jan Kukal, Vojtěch Svoboda, Thomas Garcia
Friday, March 21, 2025, 7:00 p.m., Villa Winternitz (Na Cihlářce 2092/10, Praha 5) 

Kate Soper: HERE BE SIRENS

Haimoni Balgavá: ZVUKY DŽUNGLE (SOUNDS OF JUNGLE)
Miloš Orson Štědroň: OPILCOVO DÍTĚ ANEB MALÝ MSTITEL 

(THE DRUNKARD´S CHILD OR THE LITTLE AVENGER)
Starring Veronika Movsesyan, Martin Vodrážka, Lea a Tea Štědroňovy, Miloš Orson Štědroň; Hana Hána, Haimoni Balgavá; Aneta Podracká Bendová, Eva Marie Kořená, Jana Vondrů
Sunday, March 23, 2025, 3 p.m., Pražský Hlahol (Masarykovo nábřeží 16, Praha 1)

OPERA LIDEM

Bedřich Smetana: PRODANÁ NEVĚSTA (THE BARTERED BRIDE)
Musik preparation Ahmad Hedar, Stage Director Vladimír Chmelo

Starring Tereza Mátlová, Peter Berger, Daniel Hůlka, Peter Malý, Vladimír Chmelo, Markéta Dvořáková, Petr Matuszek, Kateřina Jalovcová, Dana Šťastná, Matěj Doležal 

Saturday, March 29, 2025, 8 p.m., Studio Hrdinů (Veletržní palác, Dukelských Hrdinů 7/530/47, 
Praha 7)
OPERATIVA

David Ryan, Vít Zouhar, Rocc: I-ME

Starring Katja Konvalinka, Sanja Nešković Peršin, Jaroslav Topinka

Saturday, April 5, 2025, 11 a.m., Municipal Library of Prague (Mariánské náměstí 98/1, Praha 1) 

CHILDERN´S OPERA PRAGUE

Jaroslav Křička: TLUSTÝ PRADĚDEČEK A LOUPEŽNÍCI 
(THE FAT GREAT-GRANDFATHER AND THE ROBBERS) 

Conductor Jan Šimůnek, Stage Director Jiřina Marková Krystlíková

Sunday, April 6, 2025, 3 p.m., Church of the Hus Congregational House (Wuchterlova 523/5, Praha 6)
Emil Viklický: ORÁČ Z ČECH (THE PLOUGHMAN FROM BOHEMIA)

Conductor Jan Ema Mikešová, Stage Director Rocc

Starring Michaela Zajmi, Aleš Briscein

Sunday, April 6. 2025, 7 p.m., Riding Hall Savarin (V Cípu 1, Praha 1)  
LIEDER SOCIETY

SONGS OF LOST SOULS

Stage Directors Marie Anna Valíčková, Šimon Hrdlička

Starring Tamara Morozová, Monika Jägerová, Bella Adamova, Kristýna Kukalová, Radek Martinec 
Monday, April 7, 2025, 7 p.m., State Opera

NATIONAL THEATRE BRNO

Richard Strauss: SALOME

Conductor Marko Ivanović, Stage Director David Radok

Starring Jaroslav Březina, Linda Ballová, Birger Radde, Vít Nosek
Suitable for ages 15 and older

Wednesday, April 9, 2025, 7 p.m., State Opera 

NÁRODNÍ THEATRE – STATE OPERA

Giacomo Puccini: MANON LESCAUT

Conductor Andriy Jurkevych / Piotr Staniszewski, Stage Director Sláva Daubnerová
In the title role Ghiulnara Raileanu / Petra Alvarez Šimková
Monday, April 14, 2025, 3 p.m, 4:30 p.m., 6:15 p.m., Václav Havel Square (National Theatre piazzetta)

DUNAMI ENSEMBLE

František Chaloupka: ROZLUČKA SE SVOBODOU (STAG PARTY)

Concept František Chaloupka, Tomáš Hlaváček

Starring Jana Vondrů, Anna Podracká Bendová et al.

Monday, April 14, 2025, 7 p.m., Estates Theatre

MORAVIAN-SILESIAN NATIONAL THEATRE (OSTRAVA)
Nino Rota: IL CAPELLO DI PAGLIA DI FIRENZE (THE FLORENTINE STRAW HAT) 

Conductor Marek Šedivý, Stage Director Jiří Nekvasil
Starring Berk Dalkilić / Martin Šrejma, Lada Bočková / Veronika Rovná, Miroslava Časarová / Barbora Perná, Pavel Divín / Daniel Kfelíř, Martin Gurbaľ / Miloš Horák
Friday, April 18, 2025, 7 p.m., Estates Theatre 

MORAVIAN THEATRE OLOMOUC

Pietro Mascagni: CAVALLERIA RUSTICANA

Ruggero Leoncavallo: PAGLIACCI

Conductor Petr Šumník, stage director Veronika Kos Loulová
Starring Zuzana Jeřábková, Raman Hasymau, Minsoo Ahn / León de La Guardia, Barbora Perná, Minsoo Ahn, Raman Hasymau, Daniel Kfelíř
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